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SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION & Disabilities

As a Childminder I will knowledge on Special Educational Needs and disabilities (SEND).
I will ensure I have an up to date copy of the SEND 0-25 years Code of Practice 2015, The Children’s and Families Act 2014 Part 3, The Equality Act 2010, Special Educational needs and Disability Regulations 2014, Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2014 and The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) for guidance and make this document available to parents if required.

I will work closely with parents and children to listen to their views so as to build on children’s previous experiences, knowledge, understanding and skills and provide opportunities to develop in the seven areas of learning using planned activities. 

· Personal, social and emotional development
· Communication and language
· Literacy
· Mathematics
· Understanding the world
· Physical development
· Expressive arts and design
I will observe and monitor individual children’s progress throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) using a graduated approach that includes Assess, Plan, Do and review.  Where I feel that a child appears not to be making progress either generally or in a specific aspect of learning I will present them with different opportunities or use alternative ways to help develop their learning. 

If I identify that a child has special educational needs and disabilities then I will use the graduated approach as described above. I will discuss my observations and any proposed plans with the parents in a way that encourages them to contribute their knowledge and understanding of their child and allows them to raise any concerns they may have about their child’s needs and the provision that is being made for them.

I will, with parents’ permission, use Individual Plans (IP). These will record information about the short term targets set for the child, the teaching strategies and the provision to be put in place, where the plan will be reviewed every 2-3 weeks to establish whether the outcome of the action taken has been reached. I will continually review the IP’s and seek the parents and children’s views on their progress. If a child has severe and complex needs an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) is developed by all professionals, parents and the child in question.
Special educational provision should be matched to the child’s identified SEN.

Children’s SEN are generally thought of in the following four broad areas of need 

· Communication and interaction 

· Cognition and learning

· Social, emotional and mental health 

· Sensory and or physical needs

Information on how I will effectively meet the needs of a child who has SEND within EYFS can be obtained on Pages 86-90 on the SEND CODE OF PRACTICE. 

www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_
If I were to be concerned about a child’s development or learning then I would contact Liz Mcgoldrick as my first point of contact.  However I may need to contact Lynette Ross who is a named Inclusion Adviser within the team to seek support. I will continue to develop my knowledge of special educational needs and disabilities by attending training where possible and by reading relevant literature on the subject.
If more information relating to SEND 0-25, code of practice (2015) is required I have a copy that is available for you to view when required.
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